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Q4. What will counting up to twelve and keeping still help us achieve? 
Ans. Counting up to twelve and keeping quiet will assist us in attaining a state of 
peace in which we will be able to introspect and thus, see and appreciate the 
benefits of the symbiotic relationship that would exist between humans and between 
man and nature.  
 
Q5. Do you think the poet advocates total inactivity and death? 
Ans. The poet does not advocate total inactivity and death, but he does advise that 
we introspect deeply and not indulge in activity that is mindless and thus potentially 
destructive for human beings and for the balance that should exist between man and 
nature. 
 
Q6. What is the „sadness‟ that the poet refers to in the poem? 
Ans. Man fails to understand themselves. They are always threatening themselves 
with death. When they do not understand themselves, they become sad. Only 
silence might interrupt this sadness and make them happy. 
 
Q7. What symbol from Nature does the poet invoke to say that there can be life 
under apparent stillness? 
Ans. Life under apparent stillness can be seen in nature. During the winter season, 
the earth under the snow looks dead, with no activity and no growth. But when the 
spring comes, the snow melts away, the seeds sprout and the grass grows. All 
activities of life start again. 
 
Q8. According to the poet, what is that human beings can learn from nature?  
Ans. Nature teaches us a lot of things. We must learn that all things are bound 
together and depend on each other for their survival. We should introspect ourselves 
by remaining calm and composed. So it teaches us to be quiet and still. It is no use 
to hinder others. We should grow and develop at our own Place. We must be 
contended with what we possess. There is no need for greed. The nature always 
remains alive. 
 
 
                                        A THING OF BEAUTY 
 

Summary  
A beautiful thing is a source of eternal joy, its loveliness grows with the passage of 
time and its impact never fades away. It is as soothing as a cool shade. It never 
passes into nothingness. It gives us good health, sound sleep and mental peace. It 
provides the beholder with a haven of tranquility and solace. 
 
Man and nature are inseparable. It is the beauty of nature that keeps us attached to 
this earth. Every morning we collect fresh lovely flowers and prepare garlands. They 
refresh our moods and we forget our worries for a while. 
 
Every person gets a bitter taste of sorrow, suffering and grief. Disease, 
disappointments and misfortunes give us mental and physical suffering. It is the 
beautiful things that remove the pall of sadness from our lives and make us happy 
and hopeful. 
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All beautiful things of nature are a boon for human beings. The sun, the moon, the 
trees, daffodils, simple sheep, clear streams, forests ferns, musk rose etc. provide us 
peace and happiness.  
 
In addition to these lovely objects of nature, there are plays and poems to lift our 
spirits. The glorious achievements of mighty heroes and magnificent rewards by God 
on the day of judgement for those mighty men, lovely tales of olden days are endless 
source of everlasting joy. The poet feels that nothing can surpass the beauty of 
nature. They are an elixir of life. They are like an endless fountain that pours 
immortal drink from the heaven into our hearts. So beauty is a gift of God and it gives 
us joy forever. 

 
Main points 
1. The beautiful things of nature are permanent source of joy and make our lives 
sweet. 
2. A thing of beauty is a joy forever. 
3. It does not pass into nothingness but its beauty keeps on increasing. 
4. It gives us sound sleep and good health; 
5. This world is full of frustrations, disappointments and dearth of noble people. 
6. These make our life gloomy and sad. 
7. But things of beauty remove the pall and sadness from our spirits. 
8.  Nature is a constant source of happiness for human beings. 
9. The beautiful things are – sheep, daffodils, clear streams, musk roses and forest 
thickets. 
10. These things soothe and make us happy. 
11. Stories of heroes who have died in peace of war are also things of beauty and 
have a stimulating effect. 
12. But the beauties of nature are lovelier than all the lovely tales and are like the 
immortal drink from heaven. 

 
Important Extracts 
1. Read the extract carefully and answer the questions that follow: 
A thing of beauty is a joy forever 
Its loveliness increases, it will never 
Pass into nothingness; but will keep 
A bower quiet for us, and a sleep 
Full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing. 
 
Questions 
Q1. What is being said to be a joy forever? 
Ans. A thing of beauty is said to be a joy forever. 
 
Q2. What is peculiar about a beautiful thing?    
Ans. A beautiful thing leaves a permanent impression on our minds. Its loveliness 
goes on increasing. It stays in our imagination and becomes a source of joy forever. 
 
Q3.What can a beautiful thing do for the human beings? 



FLAMINGO - POETRY 
 

©http://academicseasy.com 

Ans. A beautiful thing gives us a sound sleep full of sweet dreams, good health and 
a peaceful breathing. It also helps us in achieving the peace of mind. It removes 
sadness and brings happiness to our depressed spirits. 
 
Q4. How does a thing of beauty keep a bower quiet for us? 
Ans. It reserves a quiet place in our heart. When we are tired, tensed, troubled or 
disappointed, it heals our sorrows and restores happiness for us again. 
 
Q5. Explain: “It will never pass into nothingness”. 
Ans. A thing of beauty is a perennial thing. Its beauty goes on increasing. It will 
never be reduced into nothingness. 
 
2. Read the extract carefully and answer the questions that follow: 
And such too is the grandeur of the dooms 
We have imagined for the mighty dead; 
All lovely tales that we have heard or red; 
An endless fountain of immortal drink, 
Pouring unto us from the heaven’s brink. 
Questions 
 
Q1. Who are the mighty dead? 
Ans. The mighty dead are those who sacrificed their lives for a noble cause and 
made great achievements in their lifetime. 
 
Q2. How is grandeur associated with the mighty dead? 
Ans. The mighty dead are honored and worshiped for their remarkable 
achievements. Now they are lying buried under their graves. On the day of 
judgement, God also will reward them for their noble deeds. It is this dignity that 
is associated with them. 
 
Q3. What lovely tales does the poet talk of? 
Ans. He talks of the great myths and the tales of the olden days. 
 
Q4. What does the poet call “an endless fountain of immortal drink”? 
Ans. Beautiful things. 
 
Q5. What image does the poet draw in the last two lines? 
Ans. Beautiful things are like an endless fountain which goes on pouring the 
immortal drink unto us from the heaven. They are a source of immense joy and 
happiness. 

 
Short Answer Type Questions 
 
Q1. How is a thing of beauty a joy forever? 
Ans. A thing of beauty is a joy forever as its loveliness increases through recollection 
and contemplation. It is a perennial source of pleasure that ensures good health and 
quiet breathing. It brings relief in our painful existence.  
 
Q2. What makes human beings love life in spite of troubles and sufferings? 
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Ans. In spite of troubles and sufferings, human beings love life because there are 
some beautiful things that move away the gloom from the depressed minds. The 
beautiful things in nature like the moon, the sun, the trees, the ferns and the daffodils 
bring happiness and reduce men‟s sufferings.  
 
Q3. List the things of beauty mentioned in the poem. 
Ans. All beautiful things of nature are a boon for human beings. The sun, the moon, 
the trees, daffodils, simple sheep, clear streams, forests ferns, musk rose etc. 
provide us peace and happiness.  
 
Q4. List the things that cause suffering and pain. 
Ans. Disease, disappointments, jealousy, lack of human qualities, gloomy days, 
unhealthy and evil ways cause pains and sufferings in our lives. 
 
Q5. What does the line, „Therefore are we wreathing a flowery band to bind us 
to earth‟ suggest to you? 
Ans. When we pluck fresh flowers to make a garland, it shows our love for life, for 
nature and for beauty. The flowers attract us and bind us to the nature and the earth. 
 
Q6. What makes human beings love life in spite of troubles and sufferings? 
Ans. There are many things that depress our spirits but our nature has blessed us 
with beauty that alone makes our life happy. It removes the pall of sadness. It offers 
us loveliness and pleasures. So human beings love life. 
 
Q7. Do we experience things of beauty only for short moments or do they 
make a lasting impression on us? 
Ans. Things of beauty make a lasting impression on us and continue to delight us 
and give us joy. Beauty can never fade away or lose its value. 
 
Q8. What image does the poet use to describe the beautiful bounty of the 
earth? 
Ans. Human beings love life in spite of troubles and sufferings because nature is the 
best healer and it brings beauty and joy to our life. The memory of the beautiful 
experiences helps us to bear our sorrows and provide a peaceful retreat. 
 
Q9. Why is grandeur associated with mighty dead? 
Ans. Great men have great fall. The exploits of the mighty rulers and generals fill us 
with awe and wonder. We admire and even worship our heroes. We remember them 
gratefully because they sacrificed their lives for a noble cause. 
 
Q10. What becomes of all lovely tales we have heard or read? 
Ans. All lovely tales that we have heard or read become a source of pleasure. They 
become an endless fountain of nectar and give us heavenly pleasure.  
 
 
                                              AUNT JENNIFER’S TIGER 
 

Summary 
In the poem „Aunt Jennifer‟s Tigers‟ a woman expresses her suppressed feelings 
through her art. Aunt Jennifer is the victim of the male-dominated society. She has 
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no one to tell her mental and physical pain. She makes a picture to convey her deep 
feelings. The speaker describes the tigers which her aunt produced on the panel. 
They are set in motion. They are moving quickly by raising the front legs and jumping 
forwards on the back legs. In the green jungle they look free, bright, brave, fearless 
and magnificent. 
 
There are men sitting under the tree, but the tigers do not care for them. They move 
on to their goal boldly and smoothly. Jennifer finds it difficult to make pictures by 
using the ivory needle. She is tired of doing the household work after she got 
married. She can‟t get herself involved in her artistic work. She has to do it in her 
leisure time. Even then she has to be sure whether her husband is watching her or 
not. So her hands are terrified. She will not be free from fear until she dies. She will 
be dominated by her husband. She will die, but her art will express her desire to 
move proudly and fearlessly like the tigers she has made. 

 
Main points 
1. In this poem, the poet addresses the constraints of married life, experienced by a 
woman. 
2. Aunt Jennifer weaves tigers into the panel. These tigers are brave & have no fear 
of men. 
3. Aunt Jennifer is terrified by her dominating husband. Her finger flutters due to the 
mental suppression. She is not happy with her married life. 
4. She will die but her art will express her desire to move proudly and fearlessly like 
the tigers she has made. 

 
Important Extracts 
1. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 
Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen, 
Bright topaz denizens of a world of green. 
They do not fear the men beneath the tree: 
They pace in sleek chivalric certainty.” 
 
Q1.  What does prancing tigers symbolize? 
Ans. Prancing tigers are a symbol of the spirit of freedom within Aunt Jennifer 
which remains subdued.  
 
Q2.  Why are they referred to as „denizens of a world of green‟? 
Ans. The tigers are the dwellers of the green forest so they are referred to 
as denizens. 
 
Q3.  What qualities of the „tigers‟ are highlighted here? 
Ans. Fearlessness and ferocity of the tigers are highlighted here. Aunt 
Jennifer‟s nervousness and timidity are in sharp contrast to wild ferocity of the tigers 
who are not afraid of hunting men. Unlike Aunt Jennifer, the tigers fear nothing. 
 
Q4.  Explain; “They pace in sleek chivalric certainty”. 
Ans. The movement of the tigers are sleek, stealthy, sure, majestic and elegant. 
They are sure of their purpose. Gallant and confident, they move ahead fearlessly 
undeterred by any obstacles or hindrances. 


