
THE VOICE OF THE RAIN 
 
By Walt Whitman 
 
Summary: 
 
The speaker enquired from the soft falling shower as to who or what it really is? Though it may 
appear to be very strange to express it in words, yet the soft rain seemed to give the speaker an 
answer which can be translated as follows: that it is the poem of the earth that rises eternally 
from an impalpable; not palpable; incapable of being perceived by the sense of touch; intangible: 
difficult for the mind to grasp readily or easily:(of powder) so fine that when rubbed between the 
fingers no grit is felt; something that cannot be touched; portion of the land and the bottomless 
sea. Upward to heaven, to the immeasurable heights of the sky, from whence it vaguely forms, 
altogether change and yet the same. It descends to lave; (of a river, sea, etc.) to flow along, 
against, or past; wash: Obsolete. To ladle; pour or dip with a ladle: wash or bathe; the droughts; a 
period of dry weather, esp. a long one that is injurious to crops: an extended shortage; atomies; 
tiny particles; and the dust layers of the globe. All that is in the world without the rain were only 
seeds that are latent; hidden; and unborn. Eternally, day and night, and round the clock, it gives 
back life to its own origin, to make the earth pure and beautify it. (For song, issuing from its birth 
place, after fulfillment, wandering Reck’d or unreck’d, duly with love returns); to have care, 

concern, or regard (often fol. by of, with, or a clause): to take heed: Archaic . To be of concern or 
importance; matter. 
 
 

 
Source: http://www.shvoong.com/books/poetry/2023592-summary-voice-rain-walt-
whitman/#ixzz250yKWUpv 
 
 
 
Q. 1 Read the extract carefully and answer the questions that follow:   1x3=3 
 
 
 
And forever, by day and night, I give back life to my own origin. 
 
And make pure and beautify it. 
 
(For song, issuing from its birth place, after fulfilment, wandering 
 
Reck’d or unreck’d, duly with love returns) 
 



1) How is the cyclic movement of rain brought out in the poem?  
 
2) What is the significance of the world ‘song’ here?  
 
3) How does the rain benefit the earth?  
 
Ans : 
 
1) The poem gives a clear picture of how clouds are formed and how they dissolve into water 
again.  
 
2) The word ‘song’ is the repetition of the earlier expression-poem of the earth.  
 
3) It is a real benefactor of the earth .It makes the earth pure and beautiful.  
 
  
 
 
 
CHILDHOOD by Markus Natten 
 
Summary: 
 
The speaker pondered deeply upon the spiritual questions of life and ultimately realized the fact 
that his childhood days were finally gone down into the past of eternity for good 
 
and would never return. Childhood would now only remain in his memories. He wandered if the end 
of childhood was the day he ceased to be eleven years old. The time when he realized that Heaven 
and earth could not be found in Geography and never could be. Where did his childhood go? Was it 
the time he realized that adults were not all they seemed to be? They talked of love and they 
preached of love, but did not act so lovingly nor practiced what they preached. Was that the day. 
Where did his childhood go? Was it when he found out that his mind was really his? To use it 
whichever way he chose? To produce thoughts that was not those of other people but his and his 
alone. Was that the day? Where did his childhood go? It went to some forgotten place that is hidden 
in a baby’s face. That was all that he knew and that was all that he remembered. 
 
The poet feels that heaven and hell are not real places because they could not be located in 
geography. In the poem 'Childhood', the poet is trying to realise the age when he lost his 
childhood, when he became mature enough to understand the worldly things. So he keeps 
saying, "when did my childhood go?" He finally realises that his his childhood is gone to "some 
forgotten place", "that is hidden in an infant's face." Wordsworth in his poem, My Heart Leaps 
Up, said, "Child is the father of the man". Markus Natten in his poem 'Childhood' has tried to 
explain this thought. It is child who is noble and pure in her/his thoughts and heart. A child 
appreciates the nature's beauty and the innocence in the world. A child is the one who teaches a 
mature human to selflessly appreciate simple love and natural wonders. 


