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5. How does hydrogen peroxide decolorize potassium permaganate?

6. Name the types of hydrides

7. NaH is covalent or ionic hydride?

17.3 s-BLOCK ELEMENTS

The s-block elements have an outer electronic configuration ns1or ns2 and  are
placed in the group 1 and 2 of the periodic table. Group 1 consists of the elements:
lithium, sodium, potassium, rubidium, caesium and francium. They are collectively
known as the alkali metals after the Arabic word al-qis meaning plant ashes.
These ashes are particularly rich in carbonates of calcium, strontium, barium and
radium. The elements beryllium, magnesium, calcium, strontium, barium and
radium belong to group 2 and are known as alkaline earth metals.

17.3.1 The alkali metals

In this group all the elements are electropositive metals and there exists
resemblance between the elements owing to their similar outer electron
configuration. The occurrence and properties of alkali metals are discussed below:

17.3.1.1 Occurrence

Sodium and potassium are abundant. Sodium is found as sodium chloride in the
sea water and as sodium nitrate (Chile saltpeter) in the deserts of Chile. Potassium
too, is found in sea water, and also as carnallite (KCl.MgCl

2
.6H

2
O). Lithium,

rubidium and caesium occur in a few rare aluminosilicates. Francium is radioactive;
its longest-lived isotope 223Fr has a half life of only 21 minutes.

17.3.1.2 Electronic configuration

The alkali metals with their symbols, atomic numbers and electronic configurations
are listed below in Table 17.1:

Table 17.1: Electronic configuration of alkali metals

Element Symbol Atomic Electronic configuration
number

Lithium Li 3 1s2, 2s1

Sodium Na 11 1s2, 2s2p6, 3s1

Potassium K 19 1s2, 2s2p6, 3s2p6, 4s1

Rubidium Rb 37 1s2, 2s2p6, 3s2p6d10, 4s2p6, 5s1

Caesium Cs 55 1s2, 2s2p6, 3s2p6d10, 4s2p6d10, 5s25p6, 6s1
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17.3.1.3 Physical properties of Alkali Metals

Alkali metals are placed in group 1 of periodic table. They readily form unipositive
ions. As we go down the group the alkali metals show steady increase in size due
to the addition of a new shell at each step. The increase in size of the atoms or
ions, directly influences the physical and chemical properties of the alkali metals.
Some physical properties are given in Table 17.2.

Table 17.2: Physical properties of alkali metals

Symbol Ionic First Ioniza- Electro Density M.P. Electrode
Radius tion enthalpy negativity (g cm–3) K Potential
(pm) (kJ mol–1) (E° volts)

Li 76 520.1 1.0 0.54 454 –3.05

Na 102 495.7 0.9 0.97 371 –2.71

K 138 418.6 0.8 0.86 336 –2.83

Rb 152 402.9 0.8 1.53 312 –2.89

Cs 167 375.6 0.7 1.90 302 –2.93

The trends in physical properties are listed in Table 17.3.

Table 17.3: Trends in physical properties

No. Characteristic Trend

1. Oxidation state All elements show +1 oxidation state

2. Atomic/ionic Li < Na < K < Rb < Cs

radii Atomic and ionic radii increases since number of
shells increase as we go down the group.

3. Ionization Li > Na > K > Rb > Cs

energy As the size increases it becomes easier to remove an
electron from the outermost shell.

4. Electronegativity Li > Na > K > Rb > Cs

The electropositive character increases due to
decrease in ionization enthalpy therefore
electronegativity decreases.

5. Metallic Li < Na < K < Rb < Cs

character Metallic character increases as we go down the group
due to increase in electropositive character.
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6. Density Li < Na > K < Rb < Cs

Generally density increases from Li to Cs as the
atomic mass increases (exception K).

7. Melting point & Li > Na > K > Rb > Cs

boiling points Decreases down the group because of increasing size
and weak intermetallic bond.

8. Flame coloration They show characteristic colors in the flame. The
outermost electron absorbs energy and is excited to a
higher energy level. This absorbed energy is remitted
when the electron comes back to ground state. The
difference in energy falls in the visible range of radiation
hence the colors are seen.

Li Na K Rb Cs
Crimson red Yellow Pale violet Violet Violet

17.3.1.4 Chemical Properties

Alkali metals are the most reactive metals in the whole periodic table due to their
ease in losing outermost electron hence getting oxidized easily. As the ease of
losing electrons increases, the reactivity increases down the group.

(i) Oxides: All alkali metals form oxides, which are basic in nature. Lithium
forms only one type of oxide, lithium monoxide Li

2
O. Sodium peroxide Na

2
O

2
 is

formed when sodium is heated with oxygen. Other metals of this group also form
superoxides MO

2
 on reaction with oxygen.

4Na(s) + O
2
(g) → 2Na

2
O(s)

2Na(s) + O
2
(g) → Na

2
O

2
(s)

K(s) + O
2
(g) → KO

2
(s)

The formation of a particular oxide is determined by the size of the metal ion.
Tiny lithium ion is not able to come in contact with sufficient number of peroxo
ions. However, the ions of potassium, rubidium, caesium are large enough to
come in close contact with peroxo ions and form stable structures as superoxides.

(ii) Reactivity towards water: Although lithium has the most negative E°, its
reaction with water is considerably less vigorous than that of sodium which has
the least negative E° among the alkali metals (Table 17.2). The low reactivity of
lithium is due to small size and high ionization enthalpy. All the metals of the
group react with water explosively to form hydroxide and liberate hydrogen.

2M + 2H
2
O → 2M+ + 2OH– + H

2
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Basic character of oxides and hydroxides: The basic character of oxides and
hydroxides of alkali metals increases with the increase in size of metal ion. So,
lithium oxide and hydroxide are least basic whereas, caesium oxide and hydroxide
are most basic in nature.

(iii) Hydrides: The alkali metals react with hydrogen at about 637K to form
hydrides (MH), where M stands for alkali metals.

2M + H
2
 → 2MH

(iv) Halides: Alkali metals react with halogens to form halides:

2M + X
2
 → 2MX(X = F, Cl, Br, I)

17.3.1.5 Diagonal Reltionship between Lithium and Magesium

The similarity between first member of one group and the second member of
succeeding group is called diagonal relationship. Thus lithium shows properties
similar to magnesium. Likewise Beryllium and aluminium have similar
characteristics.

The closeness of the diagonal elements arises due to their comparable polarizing
power. Mathematically,

2

Ionic charge
Polarizing power  

(Ionic radius)
∝

On going from lithium to sodium, the ionic charge remains the same, the ionic
radius increases and, therefore, the polarizing power decreases. On going from
lithium to beryllium, the ionic charge increases, the ionic radius decreases and,
therefore, the polarizing power increases.

On going from beryllium to magnesium, the polarizing power decreases–and
becomes comparable to that of lithium.

In other words, the ratio between ionic charge to the square of ionic radius is
nearly the same for lithium and magnesium. So are their physical and chemical
properties, as shown in the following examples.

1. Both elements have nearly the same values of electronegativities.

2. The melting and boiling points of the two elements are comparable.

3. Lithium and magnesium possess nearly the same degree of hardness.

4. Both the elements form nitrides when heated directly with nitrogen.

5. Both the elements form carbides when heated directly with carbon.

6. Both the elements form normal oxides when heated in air.

7. The carbonates, nitrates and hydroxides of both the elements undergo
thermal decomposition to their respective oxides.
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8. The halides of both the elements are appreciably soluble in organic solvents.

9. Oxyacid salts of both the elements are sparingly soluble in water.

17.3.1.6 Anamodous behaviour of Lithium

1. Lithium salts of large polarizable anions are less stable than those of other
alkali metals, as expected

700 C
2 3 2 2Li CO Li O CO°⎯⎯⎯→ + Na etc., no reaction below 800°C

3 2 2LiNO Li O NO⎯⎯→ + 1
3 2 22NaNO NaNO O⎯⎯→ +

2 22LiOH Li O H O⎯⎯→ + Na etc., no reaction.

In each case, the more stable salts of the heavier alkali metals decompose
at a temperature higher than that normally obtainable in the laboratory.
Lithium forms no solid bicarbonate, triiodide, hydrosulphide, or superoxide.
These are unstable at room temperature, whereas those of the other alkali
metals require a higher temperature to effect their decomposition.

2. Solubility differences: The lithium salts of anions of high charge density are
less soluble than those of the other alkali metals, for example LiOH, LiF,
Li3PO4, Li2CO3. The halides of lithium are more covalent than the other
halides and are more soluble in organic solvents.

3. Complex formation: Lithium forms more stable covalent bonds than the
other alkali metals and therefore forms more stable complex compounds
(Section 20.4) not only with oxygen donor ligands, but also with nitrogen
donors. For example, lithium cannot be recovered unchanged from its liquid
ammonia solution, owing to the formation of Li(NH3)4.

4. Lithium reacts only very slowly with water.

5. Lithium forms stable salts with anions of high charge density owing to their
high lattice energy. For example, in air lithium forms the normal oxide,
whereas the others form higher oxides such as peroxides and superoxides.
Lithium reacts with nitrogen to form the nitride, Li3N; the others do not
react. Lithium hydride is more stable than the other hydrides, and lithium
carbide forms more easily (with acetylene).

6. Lithium compounds are more covalent. Thus the halides are more soluble
in organic solvent and the alkyls and aryls are more stable than those of the
other alkali metals.

The so-called “anomalous” properties of lithium occur because lithium is
“unexpectedly” much less electropositive than sodium.
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17.3.1.7 Sodium Hydroxide

Manufacture of sodium hydroxide by the Castner-Kellner process

Titanium anodes

+
Chlorine

Spent brine Brine

Mercury

Mercury
cathodeSodium

amalgam

Fig. 17.3 The Castner-Kellner cell

In this process a saturated solution of sodium chloride (brine) flows through
the cell (Fig. 17.3) in the same direction as a shallow stream of mercury which
constitutes the cathode; the anode consists of a number of titanium  blocks. On
electrolysis chlorine is discharged at the anode and sodium at the cathode, where
it dissolves in the mercury and is removed from the cell. The sodium amalgam
is passed through water where the sodium reacts to form 50 per cent sodium
hydroxide solution of high purity, the reaction being catalysed by the presence
of iron grids. The mercury is then returned to the cell. The products are thus
sodium hydroxide, chlorine and hydrogen.

Cathode Anode

Na+ discharged ←⎯⎯⎯⎯ Na+CI– ⎯⎯⎯⎯→ Cl– discharged

2Na+ + 2e–→ 2Na H2O  H+ + OH– 2C1– → 2C1• + 2e–

Na + Hg → Na/Hg 2C1• → Cl2

2Na/Hg + 2H2O  ⎯⎯→  2Na+OH– + H2 + 2Hg

Sodium is discharged in preference to hydrogen in the cell, since hydrogen has
a high overvoltage at a mercury electrode. This amounts to saying that the
discharge of hydrogen ions or the combination of hydrogen atoms to give
molecules is difficult to achieve at a mercury surface, i.e. mercury is a poor
catalyst for either or both of these processes. Since sodium dissolves in mercury
which is circulated through the cell, the formation of sodium hydroxide and
hydrogen in the electrolytic cell itself is prevented.
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Reactions of sodium hydroxide

Sodium hydroxide is a white deliquescent solid which is caustic and slimy to
touch: it dissolves readily in water with vigorous evolution of heat. In aqueous
solution this is completely dissociated and its reactions are essentially those of
the hydroxide ion which is a strong base, i.e. it will neutralise acids and displace
ammonia from ammonium salts when heated :

Na+OH–(aq) + H+CI– (aq) ⎯⎯→ Na+CI–(aq) + H2O(1)

or OH–(aq) + H+(aq) ⎯⎯→ H2O(l)

Na+OH–(aq) + NH4
+Cl–(aq) ⎯⎯→ Na+CI–(aq) + H2O(l) + NH3(g)

or OH–(aq) + NH4
+(aq) ⎯⎯→ H2O + NH3(g)

In aqueous solution it reacts with many salts and precipitates the corresponding
basic hydroxide, e.g.

Cu2+SO4
2–(aq) + 2Na+OH–(aq) ⎯⎯→ Cu(OH)2(s) + (Na+)2SO4

2–(aq)

or Cu2+(aq) + 2OH–(aq) ⎯⎯→ Cu(OH)2(s)

The hydroxides of the less electropositive metals are amphoteric and dissolve
in an excess of alkali, e.g. the hydroxides of aluminium (III), lead (II), tin (11)
and zinc(II):

A13+(aq) + 3OH–(aq) ⎯⎯→ Al(OH)3(s)

Al(OH)3(s) + OH–(aq) ⎯⎯→ Al(OH)–
4(aq)

aluminate ion

Zn2+(aq) + 2OH–(aq) ⎯⎯→ Zn(OH)2(s)

Zn(OH)2(s) + 2OH–(aq) ⎯⎯→ Zn(OH)4
2–(aq)

zincate ion

Sodium reacts with a variety of non-metals, e.g. the halogens, silicon, sulphur,
white phosphorus; sodium salts are formed in which the non-metal is incorporated
into the anion.

Uses of Sodium hydroxide

Sodium hydroxide is used in the laboratory for absorbing carbon dioxide and
other acidic gases, in a number of organic reactions involving hydrolysis and
in volumetric analysis. Industrially it is used in the manufacture of soap
(essentially sodium stearate) and sodium formate (obtained by heating sodium
hydroxide with carbon monoxide under pressure).
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17.3.1.8 Sodium Carbonate

The manufacture of sodium carbonate – the Solvay process

It is manufactured by the ammonia-soda or Solvay process. In theory the process
involves the reaction between sodium chloride and calcium carbonate to produce
sodium carbonate and calcium chloride, but in practice other chemicals are
required, since the reaction as given below does not take place:

CaCO3(s) + 2NaCl(s) ⎯⎯→ Na2CO3(s) + Ca(Cl)2(s)

The raw materials are sodium chloride. calcium carbonate, a fuel and ammonia.
The calcium carbonate is strongly heated to give quicklime and carbon dioxide:

Ca2+CO3
2–(s) ⎯⎯→ Ca2+O2–(s) + CO2 (g) (1)

The carbon dioxide is now passed up a large tower, fitted with perforated plates,
down which a concentrated aqueous solution of sodium chloride saturated with
ammonia trickles. The reactions taking place in the tower can be represented
by the equations:

   NH3(aq) + H2O(l)  NH3.H2O(aq)  NH4
+(aq) + OH–(aq)  (2)

Na+(aq) + Cl–(aq) + NH4
+(aq) + OH–(aq) + CO2(g) ⎯→
Na+(aq) + HCO3

–(aq) + NH4
+(aq) + Cl–(aq) (3)

Na+(aq) + HCO3
–(aq) ⎯⎯→ Na+HCO3

–(s) (4)

Sodium hydrogen carbonate, which is not very soluble in sodium chloride solution,
due to the common ion effect is filtered and heated to produce sodium carbonate:
             2Na+HCO3

–(s) ⎯⎯→ (Na+)2CO3
2–(s) + H2O(1) + CO2(g)  (5)

The sodium carbonate at this stage is contaminated with ammonium salts. If
required pure, it is dissolved in water and carbon dioxide is blown through
the solution. The precipitate of sodium hydrogen carbonate is filtered and
heated to produce pure sodium carbonate; recrystallisation from water
produces washing soda, (Na+)2CO3

–.10H2O.

(Na)2CO3
2(aq) + H2O(1) + CO2(g)  ⎯⎯→ 2NaHCO3(s)           (6)

   precipitated leaving ammonium

   salts in solution

The Solvay process is a very economical process since:

(a) sodium chloride and calcium carbonate are cheap;

(b) quicklime and ammonium chloride formed in reactions (1) and (3) respectively
are reacted together to produce ammonia so that, apart from making up small
losses, no additional ammonia is required;

(c) carbon dioxide formed in reactions (5) is reintroduced into the Solvay tower.
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Properties and uses of sodium carbonate

Sodium carbonate is freely soluble in water and gives an alkaline reaction. It reacts
with some salts in solution and precipitate the corresponding carbonates, e.g.

Ca2+(Cl–)2(aq) + (Na+)2CO3
2–(aq) ⎯⎯→ Ca2+CO3

2–(s) + 2Na+Cl–(aq)

Because of its alkaline reaction in solution, sodium carbonate frequently
precipitate basic carbonates, e.g.

3Zn2+(aq) + CO3
2–(aq) + 4OH–(aq) + 2H2O(1) ⎯→

ZnCO3.2Zn(OH)2.2H2O(s)

In these instances the normal carbonate can usually be obtained by using sodium
hydrogen carbonate solution.

Sodium carbonate is often used in the laboratory as a volumetric reagent.
Industrially it is used in a wide variety of ways, including the manufacture of
glass, in the preparation of sodium salts, in the treatment of hard water, for the
manufacture of soap, and in paper making.

17.3.1.9 Sodium hydrogen carbonate

This can be obtained by passing carbon dioxide through a cold concentrated
solution of the corresponding carbonate, e.g.

(Na+)2CO3
2–(aq) + CO2(g) + H2O(1) ⎯⎯→ 2Na+HCO3

–(s)

Because sodium hydrogen carbonate solution is less alkaline than sodium
carbonate solution, the former is often used to precipitate normal carbonates
which would otherwise be formed as basic carbonates, e.g.

Cu2+(aq) + 2HCO3
–(aq) ⎯⎯→ CuCO3(s) + H2O(s) + CO2(g)

17.3.1.10 Biological Importance of Sodium and Potassium

1. To keep normal osmotic pressure of body matter and to save many matter
from loss

2. To increase nanomuscular

3. Sodium and potassium salt combine weak acid to give respective extracellular
and intracellular matter. They form buffer.

17.3.1.11 Stability and Solubility of Carbonates and Sulphates:

The carbonates and sulphates of alkali metals are generally soluble in water and
thermally stable. The carbonates are highly stable to heat and melt without
decomposing. As the electropositive character increases down the group, the
stability of the carbonates increases. Carbonate of lithium is not so stable to heat
due to the small size of lithium.
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 17.3

1. Name the important ores of sodium.

2. Arrange the alkali metals in order of increasing ionization enthalpy.

3. Which of the alkali metals forms only monoxide?

4. Write down the chemical equation for the reaction of sodium with water.

5. What type of bond exists in the hydrides of alkali metals?

6. Name the element which forms (i) peroxide, (ii) superoxide.

7. Write chemical equation when NaHCO
3
 is heated.

8. Li+ resembles Mg2+. Why?

9. Name the common ore of Mg.

10. Arrange the alkaline earth metals in order of increasing reactivity.

11. Name an amphoteric oxide of alkaline earth metals.

12. Arrange the carbonates of alkaline earth metals in order of thermal stability.

13. What is the biological role of Ca2+.

17.3.2 The Alkaline Earth Metals

You have seen a gradual increase in the size of the alkali metals as we move down
the group 1 of the periodic table.  Identical observations may be made in the case
of alkaline earth metals placed in group 2 of the periodic table. Some physical
properties of the alkaline earth metals are given in Table 17.4.

Table 17.4: Physical properties of the alkaline earth metals

Symbol Ionic First Ioniza- Electro Density M.P. Electrode
Radius tion enthalpy negativity (g cm–3) K Potential
(pm) (kJ mol–1) (E°) volts

Be 89 899 1.5 1.85 1562 –1.70

Mg 136 737 1.2 1.74 924 –2.38

Ca 174 590 1.0 1.55 1124 –2.76

Sr 191 549 1.0 2.63 1062 –2.89

Ba 198 503 0.9 3.59 1002 –2.90

An alkaline earth metal atom is smaller in size compared to its adjacent alkali
metal. This is due to the added proton in the nucleus, which exerts a pull on the
electrons in an atom resulting in squeezing of the atom. This reduction in size
shows higher control of the nucleus on the electrons in the shells.

The ease of losing electrons makes the alkaline earth metals good reducing agents.
But this property is less prominent as compared to the corresponding alkali metals.
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17.3.2.1 Occurrence

The alkaline earth metals are too reactive to occur native. Magnesium is the
second most abundant metallic element in the sea, and it also occurs as carnallite
(KCl.MgCl

2
.6H

2
O) in earth crust. Calcium occurs as calcium carbonate (marble,

chalk etc) and with magnesium as dolomite (CaCO
3
.MgCO

3
). Other ores of

calcium are anhydrite (CaSO
4
) and gypsum (CaSO

4
.2H

2
O). Strontium and barium

are rare and are found as carbonates and sulphates. Beryllium too is rare and is
found as beryl (Be

3
Al

2
(SiO

3
)

6
).

17.3.2.2 Electronic Configuration

The electronic configurations of the alkaline earth metals are listed in Table 17.5.

Table 17.5: Electronic configuration

Element Symbol Atomic Electronic configuration
number

Beryllium Be 4 1s2, 2s2

Magnesium Mg 12 1s2, 2s2p6, 3s2

Calcium Ca 20 1s2, 2s2p6, 3s2p6, 4s2

Strontium Sr 38 1s2, 2s2p6, 3s2p6d10, 4s2p6, 5s2

Barium Ba 56 1s2, 2s2p6, 3s2p6d10, 4s2p6d10, 5s25p6, 6s2

17.3.2.3 Physical properties of alkaline earth metals

Alkaline earth metals are less electropositive than alkali metals. The electropositive
character of alkaline earth metals increases down the group. They achieve an
inert gas configuration by the loss of two electrons. Some physical properties and
their trends are given in Table 17.6.

Table 17.6: Trends in physical properties

No. Characteristic Trend

1. Oxidation state All elements show +2 oxidation state

2. Atomic/ionic Be < Mg < Ca < Sr < Ba

radii Size of alkaline earth metals increases from top to
bottom due to increase in the number of shells.

3. Ionization Be > Mg > Ca > Sr > Ba

enthalpy As the size increases it becomes easier to remove an
electron from the outermost shell.

4. Electronegativity Be > Mg > Ca > Sr > Ba

As the electropositive character increases from top to
bottom due to decrease in ionization energy,
electronegativity decreases from  top to bottom.
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5. Metallic Be < Mg < Ca < Sr < Ba

character Metallic character increases as we go down the group
due to increase in electropositive character.

6. Density Generally density increases from top to bottom as the
atomic mass increases.

7. Melting point & They show higher values of melting and boiling points
as compared to

boiling point alkali metals because of the smaller size and stronger
metallic bonds. There is no regular trend down the
group. It depends upon packing.

8. Flame coloration Except Be and Mg (due to small size and higher
ionization enthalpy) all other alkaline earth metals
impart characteristic colours to the Bunsen flame.

Ca Sr Ba

Brick red Crimson red Sea green

17.3.2.4 Chemical Properties of Alkaline Earth Metals

The alkaline earth metals are reactive metals, though less reactive than alkali
metals. The reactivity increases from top to bottom in a group due to increase in
electropositive character.

(i) Reactivity and E° values: The near constancy of the E° (M2+/M) values for
group 2 metals (Table 17.4) is somewhat similar to that for group 1 metals.
Therefore, these metals are electropositive and are strong reducing agents.
The less negative value for Be arises from, the large hydration energy
associated with the small size of Be2+ being countered by relatively large
value of the enthalpy of atomization of beryllium

(ii) Oxides: The alkaline earth metals burn in oxygen forming the ionic oxides
of the type MO where M stands for alkaline earth metals except Sr, Ba, and
Ra which form peroxides. Peroxides are formed with increasing ease and
increasing stability as the metal ions become larger.

2Mg + O
2
 → 2MgO

2Be + O
2
 → 2BeO

2Ca + O
2
 → 2CaO

Ba + O
2
 → 2BaO

Basic character of the oxides increases gradually from BeO to BaO. Beryllium
oxide is amphoteric, MgO is weakly basic while CaO is more basic.
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(iii) Hydrides: The alkaline earth metals combine with hydrogen to form
hydrides of general formula MH2

M + H
2
 → MH

2
(M = Mg, Ca, Sr, Ba)

(iv) Reaction with water: Usually the alkaline earth metals react with water
to liberate hydrogen. Be does not react with water or steam even at red
heat and does not get oxidized in air below 837K.

Mg + H
2
O → MgO + H

2

Ca, Sr, and Ba react with cold water with increasing vigour.

Ca + 2H
2
O → Ca(OH)

2
 + H

2

(v) Halides: All the alkaline earth metals combine directly with the halogens
at appropriate temperature forming halides, MX2 where M stands for
alkaline earth metals.

M + X
2
 → MX

2

(vi) Solubility and stability of carbonates and sulphates:

Carbonates: The carbonates of alkaline earth metals are sparingly soluble in
water. They decompose if heated strongly. Their thermal stability increases
with increase in the size of the cation. Decomposition temperatures of
carbonates are given below:

BeCO3 MgCO3 CaCO3 SrCO3 BaCO3

<373K 813K 1173K 1563K 1633K

Sulphates: The sulphates of alkaline earth  metals are white solids, stable
to heat. The sulphates, BeSO4 and MgSO4 are readily soluble and the
solubility decreases from CaSO4 to BaSO4. The greater hydration energies
of Be2+ and Mg2+ ions  overcome the lattice energy factor and therefore,
their sulphates are soluble.

The sulphates decompose on heating, giving the oxides.

MSO
4
 → MO + SO

3

The thermal stability of sulphates increases with the increase in the size of
cation.

This is shown by the temperature at which decomposition occurs:

BeSO4 MgSO4 CaSO4 SrSO4

773K 1168K 1422K 1647K

(vii) Complex compounds: Smaller ions of the group 2 elements form
complexes. For example chlorophyll is a complex compound of magnesium.
Beryllium forms complexes like [BeF4]2–.
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17.3.2.5 Anomalous Nature of Beryllium: Diagonal Relationship to
Aluminium

Beryllium, the first member of the group, appears to be very different from the
other members, in the same way as lithium differs from the other alkali metals,
and for the same reasons. In fact, the anomalous nature of the first member of
the s- and p-block groups becomes more pronounced towards the middle of
the table: beryllium differs more from magnesium than lithium does from sodium.
Also, beryllium shows a diagonal resemblance to aluminium in the same way
as lithium does to magnesium; and the properties in which beryllium differs from
magnesium, it shares with aluminium (in general). The cohesive properties of
beryllium are much greater than those of magnesium: beryllium has higher
melting and boiling points, enthalpy of fusion, etc., and density, and it is much
harder. Similarly its attraction for outer electrons is greater than that of
magnesium, leading to much lower atomic radii, higher electron affinity and
ionization energy, etc. Its higher polarizing power leads to all its compounds
being largely covalent, with lower melting and boiling points, enthalpies of
formation etc., and with greater solubility in organic solvents than the
corresponding magnesium compounds. The hydration enthalpy of the small Be2+

ion is very high and its salts are among the most soluble known. Despite this,
its electrode potential is not high, because of its very high second ionization
enthalpy. Nevertheless, it would be expected to react with water, and react
vigorously with acids (Eφ = –1.70). In fact, it does not react with water, and
is resistant to acid. This must be a kinetic effect: perhaps an oxide film protects
the metal. Certainly this is one of the metals rendered passive by concentrated
nitric acid. The halides are hygroscopic and fume in air, and alll soluble salts
are largely hydrolysed and polymerized in water except in strong acid or strong
alkali solutions (beryllium is amphoteric, unlike magnesium, etc.):

2[Be(H2O)4]2+ 2

3

H O

H O+  2H3O+ + [(H2O)3BeOBe(H2O)3]2+ OH−
⎯⎯⎯→

Be(OH)2(s) OH−
⎯⎯⎯→  [Be(OH)4]2– (aq).

Beryllium is a poor reducing agent, and does not dissolve in ammonia to give
blue reducing solutions.

17.3.2.6 Calcium oxide (CaO)

Manufacture of CaO

CaO (quick lime) is manufactured in enormous quantities (126 million tonnes
in 1988) by roasting CaCO3 in lime Kiln.

CaCO3 
heat⎯⎯⎯→  CaO + CO2
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CaO reacts exothermally with water, forming hydroxide

CaO + H2O ⎯⎯→ Ca(OH)2

Ca(OH)2 is called slaked lime

Ca(OH)2 + CO2 ⎯⎯→  CaCO3

17.3.2.7 CaCO3 Calcium Carbonate

CaCO3 occurs in two different crystalline forms, calcite and aragonite. Both
forms occur naturally as minerals. Calcite is the more stable: each Ca2+ is
surrounded by six oxygen atoms from CO3 2– ions. Aragonite is a metastable
form, and its standard enthalpy of formation is about 5 kJ mol–r higher than
that of calcite. In principle aragonite should decompose to calcite, but a high
energy of activation prevents this happening. Aragonite can be made in the
laboratory by precipitating from a hot solution. Its crystal structure has Ca 2+

surrounded by nine oxygen atoms. This is a rather unusual coordination number.

Uses of Lime:

1. In steel making to remove phosphates and silicates as slag.

2. By mixing with SiO2 and alumina or clay to make cement.

3. For making glass.

4. In the lime-soda process, which is part of the chlor-alkali industry, converting
Na2CO3 to NaOH or vice versa.

5. For ‘softening’ water.

6. To make CaC2.

7. To make slaked lime Ca(OH)2 by treatment with water.

17.3.2.8 Biological Role of Mg2+ and Ca2+

Mg 
2+ ions are concentrated in animal cells, and Ca 2+ are concentrated in the

body fluids outside the cell. They are also essential for the transmission of
impulses along nerve fibres. Mg2+ is important in chlorophyll, in the green parts
of plants. Ca2+ is important in bones and teeth as apatite Ca3(PO4)2, and the
enamel on teeth as fluoroapatite [3(Ca3(PO4)2) • CaF2]. Ca2+ ions are important
in blood clotting, and to maintain the regular beating of the heart.

WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

Hydrogen can either be placed with alkali metals or with halogens.

Hydrogen exists in three isotopic forms namely hydrogen, deuterium and
tritium.
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Hydrogen is a combustible gas and has reducing property.

There are two important oxides of hydrogen: water and hydrogen peroxide.

Cage-like structure of ice makes it float on water.

Water containing deuterium in place of ordinary hydrogen is known as heavy
water.

Heavy water can be separated from ordinary water by electrolysis or
distillation.

Heavy water is used as moderator in nuclear reactors.

Hydrogen peroxide acts both as oxidizing and reducing agent.

Different types of hydrides i.e. ionic, covalent etc.

Hydrogen as fuel.

The alkali and alkaline earth metals show regular variation in various properties
along a group and period.

Alkali metals react with hydrogen, water and halogens to form hydrides,
hydroxides and halides respectively.

Diagonal relationship betrween Li+ Mg2+

Manufacture of NaOH, Na
2
 CO

3
, NaHCO

3

Biological role of alkali metals.

Basic nature of oxides and hydroxides of group 1 and group 2 elements.

Thermal stability and solubility of carbonates and sulphates.

Manufacture of CaO and CaCO
3

Biological role o alkaline earth metals.

TERMINAL EXERCISE

1. Write three general characteristics of the s-block elements which distinguish
them from the elements of other blocks.

2. The alkali metals follow the noble gases in their atomic structure. What
properties of these metals can be predicted from this information?

3. What happens when?

(a) sodium metal is dropped in water.

(b) sodium metal is heated in free supply of air.

(c) sodium peroxide dissolves in water.
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4. Explain why hydrogen is best placed separately in the periodic table of
elements.

5. Describe the industrial applications of hydrogen.

6. Discuss the importance of heavy water in nuclear reactor and how is it prepared
from normal water?

7. Name the isotopes of hydrogen. What is the importance of heavier isotopes
of hydrogen?

8. Why is ice less dense than water and what kind of attractive forces must be
overcome to melt ice?

9. Show by proper chemical reactions how hydrogen peroxide can function both
as an oxidizing and a reducing agent?

10. Compare the properties of alkali metals and alkaline earth metals with respect
to:

(a) atomic radii

(b) ionization  energy

(c) melting points

(d) reducing behavior

11. Explain the trends of solubility and stability of the carbonates and sulphates
of alkaline earth metals.

12. Explain the process involved in the manufacture of NaOH, Na
2
CO

3
 and

NaHCO
3
 (Give Chemical equations only)

13. Explain the biological role of Ca2+ and Mg2+.

ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

17.1

1. Three isotopes of hydrogen are (a) protium 1
1
H, deuterium D or 2

1
H and (c)

tritium T or 3
1
H.

2. Tritium.

3. It is lightest of all the gases known.

4. Methane (CH
4
).

5. Ammonia (NH
3
).

6. Vegetable oils +H
2
 443K

Ni
⎯⎯⎯→  Vegetable ghee.
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17.2

1. Ice is less dense as compared to water. It has open spaces in the hydrogen
bonded structure.

2. D
2
O; Moderator is nuclear reactors.

3. BaO
2
.8H

2
O + H

2
SO

4
 → BaSO

4
 + H

2
O

2
 + 8H

2
O

4. (a) as a bleaching agent.

(b) germicide and disinfectant.

5. H
2
O

2
 reduces KMnO

4

2KMnO
4
 + 3H

2
SO

4
 + 5H

2
O

2
 → 2MnSO

4
 + K

2
SO

4
 + 8H

2
O + 5O

2

Mn(+7) is reduced to Mn(+2)

6. Three types of hydrides : ionic, covalent and interstitial

7. Ionic hydride

17.3

1. NaCl and NaNO
3
.

2. Cs < Rb < K < Na < Li

3. Lithium

4. 2Na + 2H
2
O → 2NaOH + H

2

5. Ionic.

6. (i) Sodium (ii) potassium

7. 2NaHCO
3
 → Na

2
CO

3
 + H

2
O + CO

2

8. Same polarising power.

9. Carnallite (KCl.MgCl
2
.6H

2
O).

10. Be < Mg < Ca < Sr < Ba

11. BeO

12. BeCO
3
 < MgCO

3
 < CaCO

3
 < SrCO

3
 < BaCO

3

13. Teeth enamal




