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Aim
How and why do
organisms
reproduce?
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* Why do organisms reproduce?
— For the continuation of the species

* How do organisms reproduce?

— Sexual reproduction: two organisms produce a
new unique organism

— Asexual reproduction: one organism produces a
new nearly identical organism = no variability!
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Asexual reproduction Sexual reproduction

Involves one parent only

Involves two organisms

Gametes are not produced

Gametes are produced by the organisms

Offspring are genetically identical to the
‘parent

Offspring show genetic variation.

The cell division are only mitotic

Gametes are produced by meotic divisions
and zygote develops by mitotic division.

Large number of plants are produced in a

very short time.

Comparatively the number produced is less.
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5.4 Asexual Reproduction

¢ Advantages

» More efficient in ideal conditions
» All organisms can potentially reproduce
» Do not have to waste time finding a mate

Disadvantages

More vulnerable
Lack adaptability in changing conditions

Less diverse




